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By 1LGERROgR” S1DNET, Eſq; before lis 


Execution there; ' 
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Mem, Brethren, and Fathers; ; Friends, Countrymen, and Strangers; : 


you, bur the'rigour of the Seaſon, and the Infirmities of my Ape, 
encreaſed by a cloſe Inprifoonecat of above Five Months, doth not 


permit me. 
| Moreover, we live-in an A ge that maketh Truth paſs for Treaſon: I 


F may be expetted that I ſhould now ſay ſome. great matters unto 


' dare-not fay any- thing contrary unto it, and the Ears of thoſe that are 


about me will probably be found too render to hear it. My Tryal and 


| -Condemnation doth, fufficiently evidence this. 


Weſt, Ramſey,and Keeling, who were brought to prove the Plot, faid 
no more of me, than thar they knew me not; and ſome others equally 


_unknawnto 'nie,; had-uſed my Name, and that of. ſome others, to pive 


a lirtle reputation unto their Deſigns. The Lord ZZoward is too infa- 


; mous by his Lite, and the. many Perjuries.not to-be denyed, or rather 
- (morn by himſelf, to deſerve mention; and. being a ſingle Wirheſs would 


be of no value, though he had been po unblemiſhed C S edit. or had not 


. ſeen'and confeſſed IP the Crimes committed by him would be pardon- 
- ed only; for committing more; and even the Pardon promiſed could not 
| he : rained till the drudgery of Foveeng? was OVer. 
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This being laid aſide, the whole matter is reduced to the Papers faid 
to be Cound 7 in my Cloſet by the Kings Officers, withour any other Proof 
of their being written by me, than what is taken from Suppoſitions upon 
the ſimilitude of an Hand that is eaſily counterfeited, and which hath 
been lately declared in the Lady Cars Caſe to be no lawful Evidence in 
criminal Cables. 

Bur if I had been ſeen to write herd, the matter would not bg much 
alrered: They plainly appear to relar&unto a large Treatiſe written long 
ſince in Anſwer to Filmer's Book, which by all inteligent men is thought 
to be grounded upon wicked Principles, equally pernicious to Magiſtrates 
and People. 

It he mi ight publiſh unto the World his Opinion , 7hat al men are 
born wnder a Meceſ 1, derived from the Lays of God aud Nagare, to ſubmit 
unto qn abſolute _— Government, which could be refraingd no Law 
or Oath; Aer that he that hath the Power, whether he ji -h bs it by 
Creation , Eleftion , Inheritance, Uſurpation, or any other way, had = 
Right ; and none aalt-6 poſe his Will, But the Perſqns aud Eſtates of his 
Subjetts muſt be ind; Spent bh ſubjett unto it ; I know not why I might not 
have publiſhed my Opinion go the contrary, without the breach of any 
Law I haye yet known. '- 7 

I might as freely as he, pablick! y have declared my Thouphrs, and 
the Reaſons upon which they were grounded, and I perſuaded to believe, 

That God had lefs Natyons: unto the Liberty of ſetting up ſuch Govern- 
ments as beſt pleaſed themſelves. 


That Mag! Ifrates were. ſet up. for the Goadof N, ations, ot Nations for 
the endl 0] 6h ty of of Mari t, ates. 


That the Right = Power. of Magiſtrates in every Country, was that 
which the Laws of that Country made it to be. 

That thoſe Laws were to be obſerved, . and the Oaths taken by them, hav- 
ing the force of a Contra? between Magiſtrate and People, could wot be Vio- 
lared without danger of ' diſſuving the whole Fabrick. | 


" That ©/farp! Fon 6h groe no Right, and the moſt dangerous of all Hee 
mies unto' King) Hg t, 


$ were they, who raifing their Power to an exorbitant hei 
allowed = urpers all the Rights 5y Ay anto it. 

That Jach ys urpations bring ſe eldom compaſſed without 'the - Slaughter 0 
the reigning Perſon, or Family, to my of all Villanieswys "ey Femard- 
ed with theioft glorious Prrviledges. 

That if ſuch Daftrixes were received,” they would frag wen 10tbe De. 
Pruftion of Princes with more 'V;olence than -all the" Pi oy Fhas Have hi- 
therto raged in the Hearts of the moſt unruly. I it - 

That none could be ſafe, if fach a Reward were: pripghd vo: ving-aba 
ou deflroy Miri 50313 
That few would be ſo gentk as to ſpare cutn FAY 5f b ehole | jute 
'a wild Ofurper could become wh Seaveond tþ ha, Rena een 
Wickedneſs inveſt himſelf with that Divine Charafohs cis vn | 

This is the Scope of the whole Treatiſe; the Wrkced-gors Gualr Bea 
Tons as at prefent did occur unto him; to proveit. THIORemSF0-aprec 
with the DoCtrines ofthe moſt reverenced Authois-of dl 'Times;Nations 


and 


(3) 
and Religions. The beſt and wiſeſt of Kings ever acknowledged it. The 
preſent King of France hath declarcd, that Kings have that happy want 
of Power, that they can do nothing contrary unto the Laws of their 
Country, and grounds his Quarrel with the King of Spain, ayno 1667. 
upon that Principle. King James in his Speech to the Parliament, ano 
x 603. doth in the higheſt degree aſſert it : The Scripture ſeems to de- 
clare it. If nevertheleſs the Writer was miſtaken, he might have. hecn 
refuted by Law, Reaſon and Scripture; and no man for ſuch matters was 


. ever otherwiſe puniſhed, than by being mage to ſee his Error ; and it 


barh not ( as I think) been ever known, that they had been referged tg 
the Judgment of a Jury, compoſed of men utterly unable to comprehend 
them. "THT: 

Bur there was little of this jn my Caſe; the extravagance of my Pro- 
ſecutors gocs higher: the above mentioned Treatiſe was never finjſhed, 
nor could be in many years, and moſt probably would never haye been. 
Sq much as is of it was written lang ſince, neyer reviewed nor ſhewn 
unto any man; and the fiftjerh part of it was produced ; and not the 
tenth of that offered to be read. 'That which was never known unto thoſe 
who are faid to have conſpired with me, was faid to be intended to ſtir 
up the People in-Proſecution of the Deſigns of thoſe Confpirators. 

When nothing of particular Application unto Time, Place or Perſon 
could be found in it, (as hath ever been done by thoſe who endeayourd 


to raiſe Inſurretions) all was ſupplied by Innends's. 


Whatſoever is ſaid of the Expulſion of 7arquin ; the InfaxreQion a- 
painſt Nero ; the Slaughter of Caliggla, or Domitian; the Tranſlatign of 
the Crown of France from Meroveus his Race unto Pepin; and from 
his Deſcendants unto Hugh Capet, and the like, applied by /rnuendo un- 


rq the Kjng. 


They have not conſidered, that if ſuch As of State be not good, there 


is not a-King in the world that has any Title to the Crown he bears; 


nor can have any, unleſs he couid deduce his Pedigree from the Eldeſt 
Son of Noah, and ſhew that the Succeſſion had {till continued in the 
Eldeſt of the Eldeſt Line, and been ſo deduced to him. 

Every one may fee what Advantage this would be to all the Kings of 
the World; and whether that failing, it were nor better for them to ac- 
knowledge they had received their Crowns by the Conſent of Willing 


Nations; or to have. no beter Title ynto them than Ulſurpation and 
Violence, which by3he (me Ways may, en from thery. 

But I was long fince told that T muſt die, or the Plot muſt die. 

Leſt the means of deſtroying the beſt Proteſtants in. Eng/and ſhould 
fail, the Bench muſt be filled with ſuch as had been Blemiſhes to the Bar. 

None but ſuch as theſe would have adviſed with the Kings Council, 
of the means of bringing a Man to death ; ſuffered a Jury to be pack'd 
by the Kings Sollicitors and the Under-Sheriff; admit of Jury-men who 
are not Freeholders ; receiveſuch Evidence as is above mentioned; refuſe - 
a Copy of an Indiftment, or to ſuffer the Statute of 46. Ew. 3. to be 
read, that doth expreſly Ena&t, t ſhould in no Caſe be denied unto any 


man «pou. any occafion whatſoever ; over-rule the moſt important Points of 
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Law without hearing. And whereas the Statute of 25. Ew. 3. upon 
which they ſaid I ſhould be tried, doth referve unto the Parliament all 
Conſtructions to be made in Points of Treaſon, they could aſſume un- 
to themſelves not only a power to make Conſtruttions, but fuch Con- 
ſtru&tions as neither agree with Law, Reaſon nor common Senſe. 

By theſe means I am brought to this place. The Lord forgive theſe 
Practices, and avert the Evils that threaten the Nation from them. The. 
Lord ſanQtifie theſe my Sufferings unto me; and though I fall as a Sa- 
crifice unto Idols , ſuffer not Idolatry to be eſtabliſhed in this Land. 
Bleſs thy People, and fave them. Defend thy own Cauſe, and defend 
thoſe that defend ir. Stir up ſuch as are faint ; direct thoſe that are wil- 
ling; confirm thoſe that waver ; give Wiſdom and Integrity unto all. 
Order all things ſo as may moſt redound unto thine own Glory. Grant 
that I may die glorifying Thee for all thy Mercies; and that at the laſt 
Thou haſt permitted me to be ſingled our as a Witneſs of thy Truth , 
and even by the Confeſſion of my Oppoſers, for that OLD CAUSE . 
in which I was from my Youth engaged, and for which Thou haſt often 

/ and wonderfully declared thy Self IN ot oateagn 
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Fe' do appoint Robert Horn, John Baket, and John Red- 
- mayne, to print this Paper, and that none other do preſume 
bY." to print the ſame. DW is = 
PETER DANIEL, 


SAM. DASHWOOD. 
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